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1 AHl lOR ( OUN ll R MAT 

I cilinirnl I iold 

1 h,s mvcu.on .dales a table o. ccnnUe, mal ll.at lies Hal and is .eadily latnuieied 
ll,c i.uentu.n .s pa.t.eula.ly , elated to a device lo p.oleet and punute a luneluM.ai non-slip 
S abso.bcnl and n,essage con,num.catu,n cnvenng lor hospitality bar tops althot.gh the 
invention is not limited to such use 
Hiukgroiimt All 

The ,)iodnct used by the hosp.lality industty, inelud.ny hotels, elubs and restau.a.ils To, 
nbso.biim s,,.lt iKiuids on ba. lops .s ueneially in the Ruin ol sti.ps ol cotton touelli.ig 
,„ Pioble.us expcnenced by hotel ope.ato.s xvilh the towelling p.od.tcl is that it slips on 

ll,e wo.k surface It also wrinkles, bunches up in an unsightly appeal ance and .1 presents an 
unstable suilaee where glasses may topple iner, spilling the contents. Towelling tends to 
lose colour and shrink in the washing process, linther detiacting IVo.n its a|)i.earance and 
presentation of the bai 

,S In addition, uhen the (oNNclling piodncl eaiiies a punted brand message, theie is a loss 

of colour, shrinkage and ci easing vshieh g.eatly detracts bom the bia.td image and diminishes 
the iin eslnient \ alne ioi the biand ownei 

It IS also kiioun to have lloe>i mats vNhich may have a inbbci backinu ami a top tufted 
pile of some 2 or nuue centimelies or altei natix ely a plurality of upwardly extendmg lubbcr 
20 linge.s lloucNei, such ailicles are used as door mats nuh the upper layer having a physical 
,,v« 1,. mT npn iiion of bni^liiii!' diit oi nind oi ihe like fioni soles o!' shoes and allowing the 


uvunc 1^ iil.v a loini oi an iipUmud 1mm M .ukI lU't li^inul 



I)IS( I OSl Ui: ()l< INN I !\ HON 

It is an iilijcct oi' [\\c iinciition tn piox itic a tabic o\ coimtei mat that (U cm comes one oi 
moie ol tlic clisati\antagcs oftlic piiof ait 

In accdiciancc witli tlie imcnlion thcic is pi(i\ick-cl a tabic tit cdimlci mat having a 
S composite sliecl stiiictute ccimpiisiiiu a noii-shp backing layci, a to[) rK|uid absoibeiU textile 
siiiface foi resting cups iiuigs or ghisscs. aiul an intci mctliale stabilisation la>cr joining the 
backing la>'oi lo the textile suifacc whciein the icsiiltant mat is absoibeni and readily able to 
be laundeied I be non-slip backing layer can be foiiiied from mbbei such as a nilriie iiibber 
ol' less than 2 mm thick with a density ol about lOdO grams per S(niaie metie I'he 
10 intei iiiediate stabilisation layer can compiise a heal cm able maleiial iion-\vo\ en polyester 
cmabic al tcmpciaturcs giealci than lOO'X' and picfciably at about I7()"(" and wherein the 
mat is able to be laundered in hot water 

1 he textile surface oi the table oi countei mat can include a textile maiking (itoviding a 
piint or adveitising message \iewable fiom above I bis can be foimed by a sublimation 
15 textile piinting piocess as will be I'uilhci detailed hereinalter I'leleiably the sublimation 
piinling occurs al gi eater than lOO'C anil prelerably gi eater than 17()"(' such that the mal is 
able to be laundeied in hoi walci 

I lie top liquid absoibeni li'Milc sniface can be loimcd lioni a polyeslei suilace with a 
pile height substantially in the range of \o 7 millimeties Anolhei embodiment has the lop 
20 litjuid absoibcnt textile sm face formed from a tufted nvlon cut pile suiface with a pile height 
siibstaniialK in the lanuc c>f 5 |o 10 millimelies llowcvci this texlile suilace icceives its 


■il :v. a b;irl in- h 


iiik'i im'(linlc 


lave, o( non ^^ovcn polyesUM l.bnc, loinunu . tcMilc su.l.cc layer tc, tonn an „ppc, lave 
al.un.n, all .luce laycs and eon>p,css,nu .l,e laved up n.a.enals by a healed platen (o, a 
seleeted .nne du.a.,on, p.essn.e and .en,pc,a.u,e se.tn.gs U, e.ne and bond .he nUnle .ubbe. 
,,aelonu .o .he n.enned.a.e layer and upper .ext.le laye, : uheiein .he .esul.an. .able o. 
5 ecHuUe, .ua, lays Hat and .s able .o s.ably support a glass or o.her snu.lar Iu.ukI yessel with 
Ihe table or eoun.er nuU r.c,uid absoiben. .o ahsoib a.^' sp.lled IkiuuI. 

The step of the cuin.u a.ul bondi.ig of .he nllnic iiibbcr backinu .o .he in.e. mediate 
layer and upper lcx.,le layer oecu.s prele.ably a. ..eater than mfV and p.elerably greater 
than WO'H' such that the mat is able to be hindered in ho. ua.er 
,0 The step o." providing a sublnna.ion pnn.ing process can be by using a screen prin.ed 

„r d.ghal Huage pr.n. paper uh.ch ca.nes .he .equued des.gn and placing on .he upper textile 
laye, stulace of the bar tunne, blank ^y..h print (aee do^vn and acliya.ing a heat plate., to 
press the sceen print or digital image punt pape. to the textile su.iaee u.uler a selected heat, 
pressure and tin,e duration Prelbrably both the cu.ing and bonding of .he ni.rile rubber 
,5 backing .o .he intern.ediate layer and upper textile layer occurs a. greater than WiW and 
pre.erably g.ea.er than I7(rc and the sublin.a.,on prn.n.g occurs at g.ea.e, .han mrC and 
prele.ably g.ea.er .ha.. \WV such tha, .he n.a. .s able to be laundeied in ho. ua.er 

HUli I DI SC uin ioN oi nil. i)k \\mn(;s 

,„ oulcr ,luU .he nuen.,on is n.o,e lead.K unde.s.ood a paU.cular cn^bodnucnt thereof 
20 w.ll n<nv be descnbed by uay ofexan^ple onlv w,.h rctcence ,o ihc accon,pa.,N n.g d.au.ngs 
w herein 

Punne I .s a pe.speCve mcu of a table o. counter mat accoidnig to a lust 
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